
ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION IN THE CITY OF CALCUTTA.   123
of philosophy and religion, and exalted the idea of renunciation even to the extreme of asceticism as a great counterbalance to the influx of purely materialistic ideals from the West. And in this lecture, as he did on all occasions, he put before his hearers the glory of the Sanatana Dharma and the all-including and all-reconciling greatness of the Upanishads and Vedanta. Taking them as its fountain-. head he felt that Hinduism could be restored to a vigorous life. He denounced all forms of hypocrisy and fanaticism practised m the name of religion and orthodoxy. By drawing a contrast between the degenerating influence of the Vamachara practices of the Tantras and the strengthening and ennobling power of the Upanishadic teachings, he still further intensified the need of exalting the Vedanta, per se, above all other systems. That, he felt, should be the background of every thing in India. This spirit permeated his entire discourse.
This address created a profound impression in the metropolis. The citizens came to understand more fully now that the Swami stood for the true spirit and the essentials of the Vedic Dharma, and the Pandits discovered that in the Swami they had met with one who was unassailable when he exposed some of their social and religious vagaries as inconsistent with Shdstrzc injunctions. What appealed most to all was,, no doubt, the beautiful eclecticism of the Vedanta as presented to them by the Swami and his call to them for Realisation. It was natural, therefore, that additional numbers should flock to him to hear him speak further and in detail of his views.
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